CHAPTER VIII

THE RESTORATION DRAMA

EVEN before the Restoration the Commonwealth
persecution of the theatres had ceased. The Cockpit
and several minor playhouses reopened and Charles II
recognised them on his return. But he went further,
A keen patron of the stage, he granted Royal patents
for the establishment of two theatres, one to Thomas
Killigrew whose company was to be known as * His
Majesty's Servants ?: the other to Sir William Davenant,
whose players took the name of * His Royal Highness's
Servants/

Killigrew's theatre in Clare Market was opened
in 1660. Twelve years later it was burned down and
another, designed by Sir Christopher Wren, inaugurated
in 1674 the famous succession of Drury Lane Theatres.
After the fire the company moved temporarily to
Lincoln's Inn Fields, Davenant's players having vacated
their playhouse there for a more sumptuous building
in Dorset Garden, Three years before the king's
death the two companies united under Betterton, the
son of Charles' I cook and the best known actor between
the time of Burbage and that of GarricL

Killigrew (1611-1682) and Davenant (1605-1668)
were the founders of the modern stage. It was the
latter who instituted the picture-frame principle, but
with an oval apron projecting some distance in front.
Killigrew copied this arrangement and also moved
the orchestra, originally placed at one side, to its present
position in front of the stage. As the musicians were
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